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At a press conference on Oct. 18, Ricardo Arias Calderon, president of Panama's Christian Democrat
Party (PDC) and opposition vice presidential candidate in the annulled May 7 elections, denounced
stepped up government repression and persecution of political opponents leaders following the
failed Oct. 3 coup. The press conference took place at PDC headquarters in Panama City. Arias
Calderon said several PDC members, including party vice president Raul Ossa, had been arrested
and tortured. Ossa was released from custody after provisional President Francisco Rodriguez
received a petition from European ambassadors, said Arias. (Basic data from Xinhua, 10/18/89)
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